LE-HI'HO News 


the Lehigh Valley Homophile Organization 
Box 1003, Moravian Station, Bethlehem, Pa. 18018 


JANUARY 1978 


Theology AND Homosexuality 


Dr. Francis Ringer, Associate Professor of Theology at Lancaster Theolog- 
ical Seminary of the United Church of Christ, will address the general meet- 
ing of LE-HI-HO at its January 79 session on the topic, “Homosexuality and 
Theology". Dr. Ringer is an authority in the area of human sexuality, hav- 
ing developed his expertise through preparing and presenting workshops and 
addresses for both clergy and laity at church conferences in Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Virginia, and through wide reading and participation in a Sex- 
uality workshop of the University of Minnesota Medical School. 

Ordained to the ministry in 1950, Dr. Ringer served resident parishes for 
23 years in rural New Providence, in turbulent Philadelphia ghettoes, and in 
Kutztown. In Philadelphia he headed a division of the Greater Philadelphia 
Council of Churches, was a member of its Board of Directors and chaired the 
Committee on Social Concerns. In Kutztown he was an elected member and 
President of the School Board. Currently holding five earned academic deg- 
rees, he is responsible for the area of Christian Social Ethics at Lancaster 
Seminary, and has also taught English at Drexel, as well as Philosophy, 
Speech and Theater at Kutztown. Active in the American Society of Christian 
Social Ethics and the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education, he 
is the author of two books, Church in Travail and Problems in the Search for 


Christian Unity, plus numerous articles, including some in S 


Gays £APatitentown City Hall 


LER ES ews Mcgee ee ee ee ee ee ee At noon on December 21, in spite of the 
January Y 20-22 22, Friday-Sunday: rain and frigid temperature, about 20 
Fiver Pa. , State Gay Conference, gay people and their supporters demon- 
"Pride '78"; see enclosed info. strated in front of Allentown City Hall. 
January 24, Tuesday, %530 p.m.: "Guess who's coming out the closet!" 
C.C.B.C. meets, 1130 Walnut St. was the theme of the event, sponsored by 
January 29, Sunday, 2:00 p.m.: Lehigh Valley Citizens Concerned for a 
LE-HI-HO General Meeting. Dr. Better Community (C.C.B.Cc.). The new 
Ringer (see above). Unitarian group's initial focus is on gay rights 
Church of the Lehigh Valley, 701 legislation at local and state levels. 
Lechauweki Ave., Fountain Hill The demonstrators set up a symbolic 
section of Bethlehem, 2 blocks closet door and as they walked through 
south of 1500 block of Broadway. Sang and chanted such slogans as, "2,4, 
February 12, Sunday, 7:00 p.m.: 6,8; gay is just as good as straight!" 
LE-HI-HO Board of Directors This action represented C.C.B.C.'s first 
meets (tentative). public emergence, and to some members, 
February 19, Sunday: LE-HI-HO their own individual "coming out". 
General Meeting. Many area media representatives were 
February 7, Tuesday, C.C.B.C. there to give the spectacle coverage. 
March 19, Sunday, 2:00 p.m.: Articles appeared in the Morning Call, 
LE-~HI-HO General Meeting. Dixie Evening Call Chronicle, one or two Phil- 
White, Pennsylvania State Pres- adelphia papers, but with the most ex- 
dent, N.O.W., Guest Speaker. tensive and positive coverage plus a 
large photo in the Easton Express, never 





































































noted before for its coverage of gay issues. Surprisingly, the local pio- 
neer of gay coverage, the Bethlehem Globe-Times, sent a reporter but print- 
ed nothing. In addition, local television station WFMZ (Ch. 69) did an 
extensive report on the demonstration for its 7;00 and 10:00 p.m. “"Newspulse”, 
including a previously filmed interview with Timothy Metz. Radio exposure 
was obtained when C.C.B.C. member Carolee Gifford spoke with Rick Cramer of 
WSAN in an interview whose broadcast coincided with the demonstration. She 
pointed out that Joseph Daddona could easily have lost last Fall's mayoral 
election on the basis of the gay electorate. Cramer later did a lengthier 
interview with Gifford, Metz and Bob Steelman which, edited together with 
a separate interview with Dr. Frank McVeigh, was broadcast aS a half-hour 
show about "Gay Rights in Allentown" on January 8 on WSAN. (Several LE-HI-HC 
members have tapes of the broadcast. Call Bob at 266-6290, Rick at 866-63-0, 
or Tim at 867-0241). 

Overall, the Zam generated much more publicity than the participants could 
have hoped for. C.C.B.C. meets every other Tuesday and is forming a Speakers 

















Bureau. For information, write P.O. Box 4021, Allentown, Fa. 18105, or phone 
c - » i | = 4 

LE-HI-HO spent more in 1 *se*e*nt its January & meeting, Li- 
took in. With an outlay of $752.29 HI-HO's Board of Directors elected 
and income of $485.86, the current new officers for 1978. Bob Steelman 
balance is due only to a balance of will continue as Chairperson, Tim 
$429.15 carried over from healthier Metz is Secretary, and Rick Balmer 
1976. Contributions from members, is Treasurer. Balmer and Metz will 
both at meetings and via mail, have serve on the Newsletter staff; Joe 


been much less generous in the past 
year. To maintain even a minimal 
program of meetings with speakers, 

a newsletter, library, educational 

and social activities, we must ask for 
more funds from you. Just the cost of 
the newsletter in 1977 was roughly 
$5.00 per person. Can you at least 
scrape up that sum to carry us through 
197872 


included in a number of state contracts 
in agency affirmative action policies 
and in insurance. *****In a January 

9 Time Magazine advertisement, a 
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group of 26 European artists, intel- 
lectual and political notables, 
including Sfr John Gielgud, Gunter 
Grass, Simone de Beauvoir, Bernard 
Haitink and Jean-Paul Sartre have 
protested discrimination against 
homosexuals in the U.S.A. The group 
said, "Fresident Carter's human rights 
policy can gain credibility only if 
the rights of homosexuals in the U.S.4. 
are bound inseparably to human rights 
for all people...How can we advocate 
human rights to one's neighbors if 
one's backyard is not in order?" 
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Burns and Bob Steelman will be in 
charge of the library. We are look- 
ing for people to work on Social 
Activities (dances, cultural trips, 
etc.) Programs (Speakers, films, etc. 
at general meetings) and possibly 

for fundraising. (Anyone want to run 
a garage sale or other event to raise 
money the group?). Interested per- 
sons may call Bob at 866-6390.*%***°* 
In a recently released Gallup Opinion 
Index, the question was asked, "In 
your opinion, can a homosexual be a 
good Christian or a good Jew, or not?" 
Nationwide, 53% said yes, 33% no. 
While Protestants registered 45% yes 
and 40% no, 66% of the Catholics said 
yes, and only 22% no.*****Persons 
interested in serving on the Pennsyl- 
vania Council for Sexual Minorities 
in 1978 may now submit resumes with 
uSual data as well as information 

on involvement and interest in the 
area of sexual minority rights. 
Resumes or requests for info to: 
Anthony Silvestre, Pa. Council..., 
238 Main Capitol Bldg., Harrisburg, 
Pa. 17120. In its first year and 

a half, the Council has seen pro- 
tective clauses for gay people 
cont'd. left column... * °* ******** 








